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Appendix H 
Private Passenger and Commercial 

 
M.G.L. – Chapter 90D, Section 20 General Laws of Massachusetts 

 
 

Title XIV 
Public Ways and Works 

 
 
Chapter 90D: Motor Vehicle Certificates of Title. 
 
Chapter 90D: Section 20. 
 

 Application for salvage title for total loss salvage motor vehicle; surrender of certificate of 
title. 

 
Section 20.  

 
(a)  Whenever an insurer acquires ownership of a motor vehicle which it has determined to 

be a total loss salvage motor vehicle, it shall, within ten days from the date of 
acquisition, surrender the certificate of title to the registrar and shall apply for a salvage 
title. 

 
(b) Whenever an insurer makes a total loss settlement on a vehicle which it has determined 

to be a total loss salvage motor vehicle and the insured owner or claimant retains 
possession and ownership of the vehicle, the insurer shall notify the registrar of such 
retention on a form prescribed by the registrar and the owner shall, within ten days of 
such settlement, surrender the certificate of title to the registrar and shall apply for a 
salvage title. The insurer shall notify the insured owner or claimant of said owner's or 
claimant's responsibility to comply with the provisions of this section. 

 
(c)  Whenever a motor vehicle which is not the subject of an insurance settlement is 

damaged to such an extent that the owner determines said vehicle to be a total loss 
salvage motor vehicle, the owner shall surrender the certificate of title to the registrar 
and shall promptly apply for a salvage title. 

 
(d)  A total loss salvage motor vehicle shall not be titled under this chapter or registered for 

operation under chapter ninety unless the owner complies with the provisions of section 
twenty D. The owner of a total loss salvage motor vehicle shall not transfer such vehicle 
except in accordance with section twenty C. 


